
R
iding in a group isn’t as simple as it seems.  
Some want to go faster, some want to go slower, 
the group breaks up, riders get separated and 
pretty soon it’s every man (or woman) for them-

selves.  But a simple pre-ride meeting covering the 
rules of the ride can solve most problems before they 
happen.

The Ride Captain
Organized clubs often have an officer known as the 

Ride Captain, but even informal rides need someone 
to assume leadership, plan the route, explain the rules 

and make sure 
everyone gets 
home safely. 

The Route
At the 

pre-ride meet-
ing, the Ride 
Captain should 
discuss the 
route to be sure everyone knows where the group is 
headed and likely stopping points.  In familiar territory 

a verbal description is OK, 
but handing out copies of a 
map with the route marked is 
never a bad idea, especially on 
strange roads.  

Stay Together
The leader should try to 

keep all riders in sight, even 
if everyone knows the route.  
Speeding away from the others 
ruins the group dynamic and 
may cause less experienced rid-
ers to ride beyond their ability 
in an attempt to keep up.  So 
find a comfortable pace and 
stick to it.  And NO PASSING 
THE LEADER.  (Hey, if you 
didn’t want to ride with the 
group, what are you doing 
here?)

Watch Your Behind
Every rider should keep an 

eye on the rider behind them.  
If your follower drops out of 
sight, ease up until they reap-
pear.  If everybody obeys this 
rule the rider in front of you 
will also slow down so that the 
entire group slows and nobody 
gets left behind.

Back Door Man
If you have a new or unfa-

miliar rider along, designate an 
experienced rider to be the last 
in line to make sure the rookie 
doesn’t get lost and stays out 

of trouble.  Be patient and let the rookie set the speed.  
Push him and you may cause a crash.

Communication Breakdown
Knowing a few basic hand signals can avoid poten-

tially dangerous confusion; so go over the signals 
before the ride. Take along cell phones and exchange 
numbers, or at least share the Ride Captain’s number 
with the group, in case someone gets lost or breaks 
down.  If someone decides not to complete the ride, 
make sure they know to inform the rest of the group, so 
you don’t spend your afternoon searching for a fellow 
rider who’s home watching TV.

*$1000 Customer Cash offer good on select 2009 (and prior year) models between 8/28/09 and 12/29/09. **On approved Yamaha card purchases made between 
8/28/09 and 12/29/09. Valid on any new Yamaha Motorcycle, ATV and Side by Side. Based on your creditworthiness, 9.99% to 13.99% APR until January 1, 2012 
and $69 to $99 monthly payment effective on amounts financed up to $7,700, $89 to $129 monthly payment on amounts financed up to $10,000, $119 to $169 
monthly payment effective on amounts financed up to $13,000. The minimum monthly payment may increase due to any debt cancellation or late payment fees. 
Paying only this amount will not pay off the purchase during this period. Thereafter, the regular Minimum Monthly Payment and Standard Rate APR 
of 14.99%, 17.99%, 19.99% or 22.99% apply. For Accounts not current, the promotion is cancelled and regular Minimum Monthly Payments and the Default 
Rate 28.99% APR apply. Minimum Finance Charge $1. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if 
you make more than one purchase on your Yamaha Card. Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. Offer good only in the U.S., 
excluding the state of Hawaii. Professional riders with advanced skills on closed course. Some models shown with optional accessories. Dress properly for your 
ride with a helmet, eye protection, gloves and boots. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage 
you to ride safely and respect the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. ATVs with engine sizes of 90cc or 
greater are recommended for use only by riders age 16 years and older. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and 
training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Always avoid paved 
surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers; never engage in stunt riding; riding and 
alcohol/drugs don’t mix; avoid excessive speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. On the Yamaha Side by Sides, always wear your seat belt, helmet, eye 
protection and protective clothing. Specifications subject to change without notice. ©2009 Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A. Cypress, CA 90630. yamaha-motor.com
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Rules for 
group riding

Pull Off  - arm positioned as for right turn; 
forearm swung toward shoulder

Hazard in Roadway  -  on the right, point with 
rigth foot; on the left, point with left hand

Stop  -  arm extended straight down, palm 
facing back

Slow Down  -  are extended straight out, palm 
facing down

Speed Up - arm extended straight out, palm 
facing up

You Lead/Come  - arm extended upward 
45 degrees, palm forward pointing with index 
finger, swing in arc from back to front

Turn Signal On - open and close hand with 
fingers and thumb extended

Fuel  -  arm out to side pointing to tank with 
finger extended
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